
Pressure-treated Southern Pine is rec-

ognized by building codes and 

regulatory agencies for use in con-

struction. Specific code require-

ments for pressure -treated wood are 

detailed in your local building code. 

As general guidance, building 

codes require preservative -treated 

or naturally durable wood for pro-

tection against decay and termites 

in the following applications:  

§ Wood in contact with the ground 

or fresh water  

§ Wood used above ground in 

contact with concrete or ma-

sonry 

Example:  Sill plates on a con-

crete slab  

§ Wood used above ground where 

specified distances from ex-

posed earth are not met  

Example:  Floor assembly 

when wood joists are closer 

than 18 inches to exposed 

earth, or wood girders are 

closer than 12 inches to ex-

posed earth  

§ Wood providing structural sup-

port and exposed to the weather  

Example:  Balcony joists with-

out adequate protection to 

prevent moisture or water ac-

cumulation on the surface or 

at joints between members  

§ Wood floor framing in geographi-

cal areas where hazard of termite 

damage is known to be very heavy  

§ Wood used below the Design 

Flood Elevation (DFE) - When 

used in enclosed locations where 

drying in service cannot readily 

occur, pressure -treated wood 

must have a moisture content of 

19 percent or less before enclo-

sure. 

Wood preservatives are accepted 

for building code compliance either 

by reference to American Wood -

Preserversõ Association (AWPA) stan-

dards or through the product 

evaluation process of the Interna-

tional Code Council Evaluation  

Service (ICC -ES). 
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Weõve Been Treating 
Wood Since 300 B.C.  
 
§ In ancient Greece dur-

ing Alexander the 
Greatõs rule, bridge 
wood was soaked in 
olive oil.  

 
§ The Romans protected 

their wood by brushing 
their ship hulls with tar.  
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AWPA is the principal standards -writing 

body for wood preservation in the United 

States. The AWPA Book of Standards pro-

vides guidance on preservatives, treated 

wood use and exposure conditions, treat-

ment process, testing, quality control and inspection. AWPA standards 

ensure that properly treated wood products perform satisfactorily for 

their intended service condition.  

Read more about this article at www.southernpine.com   

Visit AWPA online at www.awpa.com   

Itõs happened to all of us. 
You go to plug in your new appli-

ance and its cord isnõt long 

enough to reach the nearest out-

let. You dig through the closet 

and find an extension cord that is 

just long enough to reach the out-

let. Problem solved, right? Maybe 

not.  

Different products require differ-

ent amounts of electrical current 

to operate. If you use an exten-

sion cord that isnõt designed to 

carry enough electrical current to 

meet the productõs needs, the 

cord could overheat and start a 

fire. So, be sure the extension cord 

you choose is properly rated to 

safely handle the current drawn 

by the product.  

To determine whether thereõs a 

potential for cord overload, 

check the wattage rating marked 

on the label attached to the 

cord. Then, add up the wattage 

ratings of all the products that will 
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Overloaded, misused extension cords 
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be operating simultaneously off 

the cord.  

If the rating marked on the label 

attached to the extension cord is 

lower than the total wattage rat-

ings of the products, unplug one of 

the products and check the total 

wattage of the remaining prod-

ucts.  

Continue to unplug products from 

the extension cord until the total 

wattage of all products plugged 

into the cord is lower than the 

wattage rating of the extension 

cord. You can usually find the rat-

ings for appliances on the manu-

facturerõs nameplate or in the use 

and care booklet.  

In addition to current -carrying ca-

pacity, there are other factors to 

consider when choosing and using 

an extension cord:  

§ Make sure your extension cords 

bear the UL Mark.  

§ Never run a cord under a rug or 
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